SAFE CUSTODY
across which we had been gazing ten minutes before,
for the bridge was linking two mountains—the one
on which we had been walking to the on£ on which
the castle was built. The gorge which it spanned had
plainly been worn by the torrent it now confined : it
was the roar of this water which we had heard, for the
fall by the side of the castle was nothing near so heavy
and was not sunk.
This bridge was commanding Hohenems' western
front, and from here we could see that the pile had
been built on a plateau or natural step and that the
gate-house gave to a fair courtyard, from which was
rising the green of some well-grown .trees. The
buildings against the mountain were much lower than
the rest of the house, but though we could only see
the ridge of their roofs, we were sure they were the
stables and coach-house and, therefore, of course, our
objective when night had come in.
Now from where we were crouching we could not
see through the gateway: we, therefore, crawled over
the bridge and five minutes later we came to the last
of the bends.
We were now two hundred yards from the castle
wall and could look clean under the archway and
into the yard, but we could see no movement and,
though we were near enough to have heard the slam
of a door, the roar of the falling water mastered all
other sound.
Leaving Stiven to watch the gateway, we withdrew'
out of sight of the castle, to settle what next we should
do.
" We must cross that fall," said Hubert, " as soon
as ever we can. It won't be too easy by day: but
except by the drawbridge, no one could do it by
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